PUNCTUATION
unnecessary, but rhetorically quite allowable, to use commas
as well as conjunctions. The only caution needed is that,
if commas are used at all, and if the enumeration does not
end the sentence, and is not concluded by a stronger stop,
a comma must be inserted after the last member as well as
after the others. In the type sentence, which contains two
enumerations, it would be legitimate to use commas as well
as ands with one set and not with the other, if it were desired
either to avoid monotony or to give one list special emphasis.
The three examples now to be added transgress the rule about
the final comma. We arrange them from bad to worse; in
the last of them, the apparently needless though not necessarily
wrong comma after fall suggests that the writer has really
felt a comma to be wanting to the enumeration, but has taken
a bad shot with it, as in the examples of section 6 on the
misplaced comma.
Neither the Court, nor society, nor Parliament, nor the older men in
the Army have yet recognized the fundamental truth that...—Times.
A subordinate whose past conduct in the post he fills, and whose
known political sympathies make him wholly unfitted, however loyal
his intentions may be, to give that. ..—Times.
But there are uninstructed ears on whom the constant abuse, and
imputation of low motives may fall, with a mischievous and misleading
effect.—Times.
Of type (c) the characteristic Is that we have two or more
adjectives attached to a following noun; are there to be
commas between the adjectives, or not? The rule usually
given is that there should be, unless the last adjective is more
intimately connected with the noun, so that the earlier one
qualifies, not the noun, but the last adjective and the noun
together ; it will be noticed that we strictly have no enumera-
tion then at all. This is sometimes useful; and so is the
more practical and less theoretic direction to ask whether
and could be inserted, and if so use the comma, but not other-
wise. These both sound sufficient in the abstract. But that
there are doubts left in practice is shown by the type sentence,

